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Mission: promote sustainability through environmental 

education and services to industry, institutions and 

communities. These services include environmental 

compliance and pollution prevention technical 

assistance.

PPI is 100% grant supported



Measuring Success in Kansas: 

reducing waste at the source
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Love Letter to Food
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https://www.foodpolicy.umn.edu/files/love-letter-food


Overview

 Food waste and hunger problems

 K-State PPI - four different projects (USDA/KHF)

 Rural community food recovery and assessment project

 Food recovery challenge feeds Sedgwick County 
hungry

 Two-year intern project

 Salina food system assessment

 Feed people not landfills (planned for 2017)

 New tool “Food too good to waste”

 Call to action
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Food production and resource use

Sources: National Resources Defense Council August 2012 issue paper (12-06-B)

www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/

 Getting food from the farm to your plate uses 10 percent 
of U.S. energy, 50 percent of U.S. land, and 80 percent 
of all freshwater consumed in the U.S.

 40 percent of food in the U.S. goes uneaten 
($165 billion/year).

 One in six Americans doesn’t have access to enough food.
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http://www.nrdc.org/food/files/wasted-food-ip.pdf
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2012 MSW composition in Kansas

Paper fibers, 
33.31%

Plastics, 18.41%
Food, 16.74%

Yard waste, 
7.04%

Diapers, 5.83%

Textiles/rubber/ 
leather, 5.45%

Metals, 4.39%

Glass, 3.84%

Non-distinct, 
2.95%

Wood, 0.81% HHW, 0.57% Medical waste, 
0.50%

E-Waste, 0.17%

Dec. 2013 KDHE Adequacy of Waste Reduction 

Practices in Kansas
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Food waste = 18% of  US 

landfill methane, a potent 

GHG (EPA)

http://www.kdheks.gov/waste/reportspublications/AdeqWastePractices13.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/waste/reportspublications/AdeqWastePractices13.pdf


Food reduction opportunities
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In 2015 – USDA and EPA joint 

goal to reduce food waste by 

50 percent by 2030
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Two food recovery projects

 Food Recovery Challenge meets Rural Kansas

 One-year project funded through USDA grant

 Food Recovery Challenge (FRC) feeds Sedgwick 

County Hungry

 Two-year project funded through Kansas Health 

Foundation
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USDA project (2013)

 Worked with nine schools, institutions, and businesses

 Focus area was SE Kansas (worked w/ several throughout state)

 Developed resources to assist in food waste-reduction efforts

www.sbeap.org/services-programs/food-recovery
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Kansas Health Foundation project

Title: FRC feeds Sedgwick County Hungry (2013-2014)

Project: Work with Sedgwick County grocery chains to 

reduce food waste and identify excess food that can be 

donated to programs that feed the hungry.
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 In first year of two-year project, placed intern at two

Dillons grocery store locations in Wichita

Owned and operated under Kroger

Already donating some food; worked with PPI to 

improve and quantify source reduction efforts and 

food diversion

Kara Hall, civil engineering student at KU

FRC feeds Sg. County Hungry (Year 1)
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Large amounts of produce 

found in  trash
Approximately 30% of 

waste was organics 

Cornhusks account for a 

large amount of waste 

Transfer Station June 6th, 2013
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Year 1 projects at Dillon's

 Bakery (bolillo rolls and donuts)

 Produce (“Perishable Donation Partnership”)

 Deli (rotisserie chickens)

 Grocery (eggs)

 Corn husks to new zoo

Year 1 projects
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Year 1 results
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Year two – Bintou Bayo 

 Dillons - Food Recovery Challenge

 Main Focus
 Produce

 Bakery

 Deli

 Dairy 

 Meat & Seafood                                    

 Goals
 Identify source reduction opportunities.

 Maximize food donations to the Kansas Food Bank.

 Increase food waste diversion program.
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Bakery

 Food Donations to the Kansas Food Bank (KFB)

 Food diversion to the KFB increased by 87 percent

Projected annual  redistribution to KFB

Store - North 23,360 lbs.

Store - South 10,220 lbs.

Total 33,580 lbs.

20

K-State Pollution Prevention Institute 800-578-8898



Dairy

First Week’s food donations to KFB: 

26 crates of milk – 111 gallons
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Deli

 Source Reduction

 BBQ baked chicken & baked chicken

 More waste than sold

 Recommended reduce production by 50%

 Not eligible for KFB or Quest

 Implemented, 1 tons of waste reduced.
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Year 2 results
23

K-State Pollution Prevention Institute 800-578-8898



www.sbeap.org/intern-program/past-summaries
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Assessment of the

Salina area food system

 Funded by USDA Agricultural Marketing 

Service’s Local Food Promotion Program

 Identify stakeholders

 Identify food system’s needs

 Find solutions to better connect local 

producers with consumers
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Food 

System

sum of all 

activities 

required to 

make food 

available to 

people
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Assessment of the Salina area food 

system (USDA)
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Workshop
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Salina area food system assessment 

results

• Need for a food advisory board (food policy 
council)

• Need for a food hub or similar

• Need for education

• Need for changes to current Salina’s farmers 
market (some changes already implemented)

• Next steps pending funding
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Feed people, not landfills

New KHF project

 Work primarily with Sedg. Co. retail food outlets

 Restaurants and grocers

 Divert surplus food that can’t first be reduced to hungry 
populations

 Utilize intern to work with –

 Food Donation Collection Network

 Harvest Support Network

 Pre-registered partners

 Highlight tax incentive

 Reduce waste and prevent greenhouse gases
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http://www.foodtodonate.com/


Opportunities
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 Tap into existing resources

 USDA and EPA Food Recovery Challenge 

 Remember the hierarchy – several want to just compost

 Target existing audiences – School-aged populations and 
community groups

 Learn more about “Food: Too good to waste” tool kit

 Community-based social marketing tool developed by EPA

 Pilot finding show behavior change outcomes 

 Pending USDA proposal to work with rural communities

 K-State PPI provides hands-on technical assistance
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EPA’s Food: Too good too waste
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 What: Food: Too Good to Waste (FTGTW) consists 
of an implementation guide and toolkit that aim to 
reduce wasteful household food management 
practices. 

 Who: For local governments and community 
organizations interested in reducing household food 
waste.

 Where: https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-
management-food/food-too-good-waste-
implementation-guide-and-toolkit
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https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/food-too-good-waste-implementation-guide-and-toolkit
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How to use these FREE tools?

K-State Pollution Prevention Institute 800-578-8898
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 Make a component of existing food and nutrition 

education programs

 Cooking classes

 Shopping tours

 Community topics

 Workplace

 Conferences and trainings

 Home

 K-State PPI provides hands-on technical assistance



Call to action

 Share “Love letter to 

food” with your family, 

co-workers

 Take only what you can 

eat – sign at buffet 

 Buy local

 Buy irregular

 Eat what you buy

 Contact PPI
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Questions or suggestions?

Environmental Hotline: 

800-578-8898

www.sbeap.org

sbeap@ksu.edu

Nancy Larson: 

nlarson@ksu.edu

Kolia Souza: 

ksouza@ksu.edu
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@sbeap
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